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The suspicion of the permissibility of reading the Holy Quran
based on meaning, between the Isnad controls and the claims
of the orientalist Ignaz Goldziher

Abstract

The current research addressed the suspicion raised by the
orientalist Ignaz Goldziher concerning the modes of recitation,
which indicate that readers used to listen and recite the Holy Quran
based on meaning and did not adhere to the literal text of the
Quranic verses, noting that this suspicion was raised to promote
the idea that the Quranic verses have changed as a result of the
readers' freedom to recite the Holy Quran based on meaning. The
researcher has divided the research into two sections, the first
section is Isnad controls adopted in the modes of recitation, to
ensure that the Holy Quran has always been recited as heard from
the Prophet Mohammed (God's blessing and peace be upon him)
and the readers did not amend or change even a letter from what
they heard, and that the overall recitation of the Holy Quran is
transmitted through the authentic Isnad of the Prophet Mohammed
(God's blessing and peace be upon him). Therefore, the Isnad is the
criteria upon which the authenticity of the recitation transmission
iIs measured. The second section included the claims of the
orientalist Ignaz Goldziher raised with regard to the freedom of
readers to recite the Holy Quran based on meaning. In support of
his suspicion, Ignaz Goldziher mentioned two different pieces of
evidence. The first one is the different recitations of the Quranic
verse "There has certainly come to you a Messenger from among
yourselves" (At-Tawbah: 129), depending on the rare reading of
the word "aSu&i- yourselves" with Faatiha, to prove that the readers
used to recite the Quranic verses base on the meaning understood
by them and not as heard from the Prophet Mohammed. But as
mentioned, this is a rare recitation, but he replied that rareness of
the recitation does not mean that it is incorrect and that it was
heard from the Prophet Mohammed (God's blessing and peace be
upon him). The second evidence is based on the narration of
Abdallah ibn Abi Sarh in which he mentioned that he was writing
the Holy Quran on his own. This suspicion was rejected based on
the fact that Abdallah ibn Abi Sarh did that upon his abandonment
Islam, so his saying could not be considered as an argument. The
research has concluded many results, most importantly: The
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readers of the Holy Quran have depended on the authentic
transmission from the Prophet Mohammed, and all the modes of
recitation are based on the authentic Isnad of the Prophet
Mohammed. The pieces of evidence presented by the orientalist
Ignaz Goldziher in support of his suspicion that the readers used to
read the Holy Quran based on meaning are weak and insufficient.
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